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From The Sump 
 
Well hopefully we have some better weather with us and maybe a few events to attend. I write this on the 
longest day of the year, I cannot believe how quickly this year already passed us by, with seemingly very 
little done due to the restrictions we still find ourselves under. Hopefully, the vast majority of you will have 
received both of your vaccinations by now, so hopefully we are on the right track to getting back to some 
sort of normality. Maybe…….. 
 
The Bicton Steam Fair event that I attended last weekend was a great success, with a few Club members 
exhibiting their engines, it was good to see a few friendly and familiar faces in a fabulous location. 
I look forward to seeing some of you at the Whaddon Crank Up on July 11th! 
 
Bit of a lean edition this month, with not a lot going on and most of your refurbishment work complete, 
hopefully things will pick up in the next month or so. 
 
Take care, until next month, David 

 
CHAIRMANS REPORT  
 
It is with great sadness that yet again I have to start my report by telling everyone of yet another sad death, 
Liz Hibbs, who left us on the 15th May. Liz and Arthur have been members of Wessex for many years, with 
Arthur being the Club Secretary for quite a number of years. Liz had been very poorly for a very long time but 
whenever we met, she had a smile and was always cheerful and was fun to be with. I am sure that all of you 
who knew Liz would want me to pass on our sincere condolences to Arthur and to all of Liz’s family and 
friends at this sad time.  
 
Now just for a change I have a little good news, when all the restrictions are lifted, our host at the Old Down 
Inn has said that we will all be most welcome to return. I for one cannot wait for this to happen…..the sooner 
the better as it will be great to see you all once again. Another bit of good news is that Ted tells me we have 
some new members – that’s a blessing as we could certainly do with more members.  
 
I am at this moment speaking with the Railway at Cranmore so that we can arrange our bring and buy sale, I 
hope this can be arranged for early October…..more on that in the near future. So now is the time to start 
looking out all those unwanted spares and goodies in readiness for the sale and just think of the money you 
will make! 
 
The event at Charlton Park near Malmesbury will be staged over the weekend of September 25th & 26th, you 
still have time to enter this new event – entry forms are available from me, just give me a ring on 01225 
754374 and I will be glad to send you a form. For full details of the show please contact 07970 691811, 
overnight camping, live music and so much more – why not give it a try? 
 
Once again Royal Mail has caused me heartache, I loaned a dear friend and club member a handbook on 
Lister RS1 magnetos, I have only seen one of these booklets and I acquired this many years ago. My friend 
duly returned this via the wonderful Royal Mail. I received a few days later a plastic wallet with an A5 
envelope within stating how sorry they were for the damage and loss of the item within. This little book will be 
very difficult to replace, if not impossible so the sender made a claim, they were sent 6 first class stamps…. As 
far as I am concerned is a complete insult and they have been told so. The brown envelope had been cut 
open along the top edge and down the side and the envelope inside containing the book removed. Evidence 
of this has been sent to them, I wonder what will happen now.   
 

43 Years of Publication 



 
This is not the first time I have had trouble with Royal Mail… just a few years ago I sent a number of 
documents to Midsomer Norton, they never got there and dealing with Royal Mail is like banging one’s head 
against a wall. I will let you know what happens this time.  
 
I am glad to say I had a phone call as I was writing this report from the West Somerset Railway at Cranmore, 
I am pleased to tell you all that the Wessex bring and buy sale is arranged for Saturday 9th October 2021 so 
that is another little bit of good news so hopefully I will be seeing many of you at Cranmore.  
 
Well, that’s enough from me for this month, to you all, keep safe and keep well.  Eric Gay  
 
WHADDON CRANK-UP – Sunday 11th July 
The long-awaited Whaddon Crank-Up at Gordon and Paula’s farm will take place on Sunday 11th July and will 
follow the usual format, namely drinks and snacks including Paula's famous apple crumble.  
 
Certainly something to look forward to after what seems a very long time! This will, hopefully, weather 
permitting, be an outdoor event but if the weather takes a turn for the worst, the barn will be brought into 
use. Crank-up address is Whaddon Farm, Hilperton, Nr Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 6NR, follow the Crank Up 
signs! 
 
Limited spaces available, please contact Gordon on 01225 755448 (Leave a message if no answer) or by email 
RGuley@outlook.com Gordon 
 
 
TAPPETS TEA TIME TEASERS 
It's time to get your thinking caps on again, and try to answer these 10 little teasers: 
 
1. According to Greek mythology, who was the first mortal woman on earth? 
2. Which African country was formerly known as Abyssinia? 
3. Which country consumes the most chocolate per capita? 
4. What is the loudest animal in the world? 
5. What does the TT stand for in the Isle of Man TT motorcycle race and in what year was it started? 
6. What is the tiny piece of plastic at the end of a shoelace called? 
7. When were lawn mowers first invented? 
8. Before the Beatles were formed, John Lennon, Paul McCartney and George Harrison were originally 
members of which group? 
9. What is the boiling point of mercury? 
10. There are two brothers who are twins and born on the same day. One day a man asks them their age. 
One of them says, “I am twenty” and the other twin says, “I am twenty-two”. How is this possible? 
 
Answers as usual on page 4 
 
 
EVENTS CALENDAR 2021 
July 2nd, 3rd & 4th Morwellham Lister-Petter Rally FULLY BOOKED But why not visit this interesting attraction?   
July 11th Club Crank-Up at Whaddon Farm, Hilperton, Nr Trowbridge – 9am-4pm 
Aug 7th - 9th Bicton Gardens Crank Up ENTRIES STILL BEING TAKEN 
https://www.bictongardens.co.uk/index.php?route=information/information&information_id=14 
Aug 14th - 15th Bridgwater Classic http://www.classicshowsuk.co.uk/classic-car-show-event-information/classic-
car-show-by-date.asp?id=1187 
Aug 22nd Club Crank-Up, Sweets Tea Rooms – Further info in this issue 
Sept 25th – 26th Somerset Festival of Transport 25th – 26th Sept 
https://www.facebook.com/somersetsfestivaloftransport.co.uk/ 
 
Please note this list is not exhaustive and I cannot take any responsibility for the events running or not – please check with the relevant links to check 
whether the events are running or not. Pre-booking your exhibit in will be essential if you are showing. Ed 
 
 



 
CLUB CRANK-UP! 
 
WSEC has arranged with Sweets Tea Rooms to hold a small crank-up on Sunday 22nd August. The tea 
rooms are between Wedmore and Glastonbury on the B3151, postcode BS28 4UE 
The crank-up will be between the hours of 9am and 4pm and will be for Club Members only. 
 
We will have space for 30 engines due to social distancing requirements. To enter, please contact Herb or 
Wendy Gane on 01749 674402 on or after 22nd July with your details, we will then send out a pass and entry 
number. If no answer, please just leave a voicemail with your details. 
On the day, please provide a clear info sheet on your engine so people can read about and understand your 
exhibit. 
There will be no raffle but a donation to the Alzheimer’s Society would be most welcome. 
Please do keep an eye on the Wessex Facebook page for updates due to COVID or inclement weather.  
Any problems do call us on the number above. 
 
The Club cannot accept any responsibility to illness due to the pandemic. 
The tea rooms can supply all manner of tea, coffee, cake and take-away food, I’m sure they will be glad of 
your generous support during these hard times. Herb & Wendy Gane – 01749 674402 
 
FOR SALE 
 

The matching one you have been waiting for, electric motor slide 
rail, overall length 20½", Width 2½", Slot Width ½". £10 
Gerald Atherton 01934 852670 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TOP TIPS 
 
Having trouble starting? Rub a bit of pencil lead on the plug points, it often works. John Emery 
 
SERVICES 
Amanco Igniters overhauled, Magnetos checked, overhauled, re-coiled and repaired 
I also have quite a few stationary engine booklets, instructions, spare parts lists – too many to list so if you 
are looking for one, do give me a call. I also have quite a few bits and pieces for magnetos so do give me a 
call if you are looking for something, you never know your luck!  
Kerwin Harris, 30 Hillcrest Avenue, Truro, Cornwall TR1 3NE 01872 - 273388 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
TAPPETS TEA TIME TEASERS – ANSWERS 
 
1. Pandora. The myth is told about Pandora’s box. She was created by Zeus who gave her a jar to look after. 
When she opened the jar, evils flew out over the earth, leaving only hope remaining inside. 
2. Ethiopia. Abyssinia is the name used for the Ethiopian Empire, which existed from the 12th century until 
1974. 
3. Switzerland is the leading country in chocolate consumption per capita, with citizens eating nearly nine 
kilos of the sweet stuff per year. The country is well known for its excellent chocolate industry with Toblerone 
one of its more recognizable brands. Neighbouring Austria and Germany are also high up on the list with 8.1 
and 7.9 kilograms respectively.  
4. Blue whale. The loudest animal in the world is the blue whale: its vocalisations of up to 188 decibels can 
be heard 160km away. 
5. Tourist Trophy races, best known and most demanding of the European motorcycle races. First run in 
1907 on the Isle of Man. 
6. An aglet or aiglet is a small sheath, often made of plastic or metal, used on each end of a shoelace, a cord, 
or a drawstring. 
7. 1830. The lawn mower was invented in 1830 by Edwin Beard Budding, an engineer from Stroud, 
Gloucestershire, England. He obtained the idea after seeing a machine in a local cloth mill which used a 
cutting cylinder (or bladed reel) mounted on a bench to trim cloth to make a smooth finish after weaving. 
8. The Quarrymen (also written as "the Quarry Men") were a British skiffle/rock and roll group, formed 
by John Lennon in Liverpool in 1956, which evolved into the Beatles in 1960. 
9. 356.7C The element's atomic mass is 200.59 grams per mole and its specific gravity is 13.5 times that of 
water. Mercury has a melting point of -38.9C, a boiling point of 356.7C, and is the only metal to remain in 
liquid form at room temperature. 
10. He is “twenty-two” as in “20 too”, as in twenty as well.  
 
PHOTO COMPETITION 
 
The Club has decided to run a monthly photo competition, which will be judged by the members. Please send any 
engine related photo of yours to info@wessexsec.org with ‘Photo Competition’ as the Subject line and we will add 
them to the website and encourage members to vote for their favourite photo – you will need to login to the 
members area on the Club site to view them - https://wessexsec.org/photot6-competition/ 
This is very much member-driven, where the winner will then be able to pick the next month’s photograph. 
 
COMING SOON 
 
Rally reports 
BSA Motorcycle Restoration 
Rally reports – Please Please Please send your writeups in! 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the committee or its members. Although the greatest care 
is taken in compiling this newsletter, the editor takes no responsibility for any errors or omissions 
 

 Contributions to: David Lacey, 8 Dyers Close, West Buckland, Wellington, Somerset. TA21 9JU or (preferably) by email 
editor@wessexsec.org 

 
Deadline for copy submissions is always 20th of the month 

 


