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Well another month rolls by…..that’s a third of the year gone by……I hope you are all keeping well during these 
difficult and uncertain times. 
 
I expect you are all fast running out of those engine jobs to complete, either due to parts shortages or machine shop 
backlogs! I’m certain, that when things get better, we will see some new engines out on the rally field with plenty of 
new parts and shiny paint. 
 
What this unexpected time at home has shown us is how much we take our freedom for granted, going to the shops, 
having your hair cut, popping to the DIY store, even going for a drive to your favourite beauty spot for a walk….the list 
is endless. Once these restrictions are lifted, it will certainly make me much more appreciative of the lovely area in 
which we are fortunate to live in. 
As we are going to be going through a very quiet season, with possibly only the one crank up this year (Weren’t we so 
lucky to just get in before the lockdown??) It would be good if members could send in anything for publication in the 
newsletter to keep it vibrant and interesting. The show reports from various members were very varied and 
interesting, I need something to fill that space – so anything you have of interest, be it an engine build, a plea for 
information or parts then please send it in. The best way to get it to me would be by email editor@wessexsec.org or 
by post to the address at the foot of the newsletter.  
 
Those of you who take the excellent Stationary Engine Magazine, do keep your eyes peeled over the next month or 
so…….you might just see something you like!  
 
In the meantime, I wish you all the very best, stay safe. David 
 

CLUB NEWS 
I wanted to get in touch with all of you to reassure you that although we have cancelled all events for the foreseeable 
future the club is still very much alive and your Committee is available to try and answer any queries you might have.  
As soon as we can see an end to the present restrictions we will decide on the rest of the calendar and let you know. 
Meanwhile the Facebook group is a good point of contact, as well as email and telephone. Anything important will also 
be put on the website. 
It really looks like the weather is taking the p… and I can’t believe it’s still only early May. I don’t know about you but I’m 
really missing crank-ups in this lovely weather, but the upside is that with plenty of time on my hands I can get on with 
lots of jobs that were to be done “sometime”. The Bernards have been de-rusted, the Fairbanks Morse is getting a new 
fuel pick-up and the poly tunnel has been re-arranged to make room for the Conord. Only two more Bernards and a Japy 
to go, and I’ve started on the Japy, so let’s hope this weather persists. Ted Edwards 

 
OBITUARY 

It is with sadness we hear of the death of Roger Parsons. From Clutton, he was a well-known Club member right back 
from the time our club was first set up and would still be known by many of our senior Club members who will be 
saddened to hear he has passed away. 
For most of his working career he drove lorries and heavy earth moving plant, always enjoying his job. He also enjoyed 
classic cars and having veered away some years ago from stationary engines. 
He would exhibit his immaculate Ford Cortina at lots of events and my last chat with him was at the Bridgwater Classic 
Car Show as he was about to receive a trophy for his exhibit. He some years ago arranged for our Club to take our 
Engines to Clutton Flower Show which was a most enjoyable weekend. 
Our condolences go out to Rogers wife Carol and his family. 
 

42 Years of Publication 



Technical - Wico EK Magneto 
Now over the years working on old engines, you know the sort, most have one cylinder and go pop if you are lucky and 
at times they just will not want to play! 
Now I have seen over the course of time many engines owners having great trouble with the wonderful Wico EK 
Magneto. I even know of one Magneto repair company that refuse to look at them. I have an engine with an EK 
Magneto, and when acquired the magneto was in a very sorry state. Well I set out to find out as much as I could about 
this magical device, (its magical that anyone gets one to work!) Saying that though don’t be disheartened as all spares 
are available, try Hit and Miss in America, and it is not rocket science to rebuild one. 
Now I have seen many owners on the rally field fiddling with the dreaded EK and resetting the points. WELL YOU DON'T 
and here is the correct way to adjust the points setting on an Wico EK Magneto. 
If your engine is fitted with an Eccentric strap drive, the points should open when the armature is 1/16" away from the 
magnet faces, turn engine over until the trip arm starts to unlatch the armature from the magnet face, when gap is 
1/16" away the points should be just opening ,there is NO set gap as in a points set in a rotary magneto. 
If your engine is fitted with push rod drive to the latch, the points should open when the armature is 3/32" away from 
the magnet face. 
To set the points remove the moving parts and undo the lock nut on the stem of the breaker points, replace the moving 
bits ( the armature) and place between the magnet faces a spacer of either 1/16" or 3/32" according to the type of 
drive. Hold the contact from turning (there is a key for this but I have never seen one), now turn the screw until the 
points are just open around 1 thou". Now remove the armature and do up the lock nut against the lock washer and 
contact, but take care that the adjusting screw does not turn, replace armature and check the gap at points when the 
armature is the correct gap away from the magnet face. 
Now that is the correct setting for the points set in the Wico EK Magneto. If it is not set correctly you will never get the 
engine ignition timing correctly set. One other thing is to make sure the gap at the armature when operated by the trip 
arm does not exceed 1/4" as if it does this will put great strain on the latch arm and this may break or cause a great deal 
of unnecessary wear. Eric Gay 
 

MY BMW C1 
Some of you will have seen me arrive at club meetings in my “space ship”, a BMW C1. The sight of it always prompts lots 
of questions so I thought I’d give a brief description of it here. 

In the late 90s BMW set out to produce a 2 wheeled vehicle with the comfort and safety of 4 wheels. They discovered 
that the majority of motorcycle injury accidents occurred during a frontal collision, familiar to motorcyclists as a 
“SMIDSY” crash (Sorry Mate Didn’t See You). So, the brief was to produce a 2-wheeler in which the driver could survive 
a head-on 30mph crash. They aimed it at the car driver, or “city gent” who wouldn’t want to put on lots of gear just to 
go round the corner, the C1 was the result. If it had been successful, an electric version was due to follow. 

With full inertia-reel seat belts and crash elements at the front and sides it was put through the same N-Cap safety tests 
as cars, and by 2000 it was deemed to have fulfilled the design brief and was ready to be unleashed on an unsuspecting 
public. It was powered by a 118cc 15 bhp double overhead cam, fuel injected Rotax single cylinder engine driving a CVT 
gearbox (the 125). A degree of weather protection was afforded by the windscreen and roof, and variable speed 
windscreen wipers were provided for the laminated glass windscreen. It was manufactured by the well-known Italian 
design house Bertone and was sold through BMWs car sales network. It was soon joined by a 176cc 18 bhp engine of 
similar design (the “200”). 

It was very heavy (more than most contemporary 1000cc bikes) with a lot of the weight carried high up, so low speed 
manoeuvring could be tricky and similar to carrying a passenger at all times. Due to the weight the front brake was just 
about adequate but if used in conjunction with the rear stopping wasn’t a problem. Some versions were equipped with 
ABS, which although unsophisticated by modern standards worked OK. The lights were pretty bad, but as it was 
designed for town use it didn’t really matter. The performance was surprisingly good considering the weight, because it 
was aerodynamically “slippery”. The 125 would top 60 mph with comparative ease, and the 200 could approach 80 mph 
if pushed. The handling, once on the move, is better than most scooters, partly due to the weight and partly because of 
the “Telelever” front suspension, now common to all BMWs. 

Unfortunately, it was a marketing disaster; instead of aiming it at motorcyclists it was aimed at the car market and so 
was designed to be ridden without a helmet. Tests showed that it was indeed safer without one because the added 



weight would exacerbate any whiplash effect in the event of an accident, whereas the seat belts and roll cage kept the 
occupant safe. Most European countries accepted this and to this day C1s can be seen in most European cities being 
ridden without helmets, as designed. Successive UK governments, however, ignored every fact presented to them and 
just said “it has 2 wheels therefore it’s a motorcycle, so a helmet is needed”. This struck a fatal blow as far as UK sales 
were concerned and by the time production stopped in 2002 some dealerships were resorting to giving away a free one 
with every 5 Series car sold, just to clear stocks. 

I bought my 125 some years ago just because it was different, and I have grown to love it. For several years I was a 
peripatetic tutor/assessor, doing on average 100 miles per day in all weathers. It could be parked free just about 
anywhere and I didn’t need lots of kit. What I did need could be stowed in the top box, which is also big enough to take 
my briefcase and laptop. A few years later I bought the 200, which is a special edition to celebrate the Williams F1 
connection with BMW and is in Williams colours. This bike has an interesting history, but that’s a story for another day. I 
have tested the safety features on a number of occasions and emerged unscathed every time. How I wish the same 
could be said of the expensive bodywork! 

MARKETPLACE 
WANTED ITEMS – If you can help, please contact Ted in the first instance - 07751 918283 or info@wessexsec.org 
I wondered if you may be able to help me source a carburettor for my Lister Junior.  It is over-fuelling badly but was 
running fine before so assume an internal fault as no settings have been altered. Steve 
I am looking for a starting handle to suit a Ruston AP 3hp engine with a 1 5/8" diameter crank - plenty of 1 1/2" or 2" 
about, but can't find one to suit my Ruston, and was wondering if someone in the club has a spare for sale. Graham 
FOR SALE I have a Lister LD in nice condition it's a twin cylinder engine, I want £250 - this will be paid to help N.H.S 
nurses. All cash made will be handed to nurses on the front line – Contact Melvin Riggs mriggs421@gmail.com 
SWAP Petter AP Easy starter, Runs nice, for small Howard 220 Rotavator. Tel 01373-832421, Near Corsley. 

 

NEWS FROM THE MOTORCYCLE SECTION 
Despite the current shut down, I’m happy to report the Motorcycle Section is ticking over nicely and support is already 
showing for our 2021 Show.  
You may recall last year’s entries totalled 77 Bikes. Prior to cancellation this year, I’d already received 46, some of which 
were ‘online’ entry forms, thus widening our catchment area and giving extra support.   
Moving forward, I have received 3 new entries for our 2021 Show and the Clubs have promised their support again, so 
we can anticipate stands from the BMF, Blood Bikes, MAG, NABD and RBLR. Good news all round.     
Such a shame it’s impossible to hold a ‘Virtual Bike Run. The noise would be deafening. The smiles would be wide! 
Stay safe and see you all soon. Liz, Motorcycle Section Steward 

 

LOOKING BACK – PART 2 
Isn’t it funny how just looking at something can bring back memories from many years ago? Reading the poem in last 
month’s Newsletter by Tom about a Motorised Bicycle brought back recollections when many of our Club Members used to 
exhibit their engines at an event on the old disused Airfield at Wroughton, not far from Swindon. Situated high up on a hill 
the Airdrome had lots of hangers which were filled with all types of aircraft much of which were English and German from 
WW2. 

The Hangers were also a giant store room for the London Science Museum enabling them to interchange their London 
exhibits from time to time, the event was much like today’s events and they made good use of the taxiways around the 
drome for vehicle movement including horses pulling wagons, offering rides to the visiting public. Just for a bit of fun we 
used to take along our motorised bicycle in fact we still have it buried somewhere in the garage (Much like the one in the 
poem) 

Our bike is called a ‘Cairns Mocyc’ and has an engine clamped on to the handlebars and you can lower it on to the front 
wheel and a roller will rub on to the tyre, there is no clutch just a decompressor that with the valve open you can pedal 
away then close the valve and bang you are off!  

 



We used to let our younger Club members ride it around the taxiways but the horses never liked it as it was a bit noisy so 
we had to stop. On the bikes fuel tank was a picture of a Cairn terrier dog, it said under the picture (Todmorden England) 
which I believe is near Halifax. 

One day exhibiting at a Rally near Ringwood a chap was having a good look at the bike and said to me (I helped make that 
Engine) “Really??” I said – “Are you from Yorkshire?” - “Bournemouth” was his reply, It turned out he worked for a 
company called GYS Engineering and his boss told him to take the first prototype home with him and ride it as much as 
possible even down to the pub and if successful they would go into production. 

Once a week he used to take a van load of castings to Wellworthy’s at Ringwood to be machined up and the next week 
another load and bring back the finished cylinders complete with pistons and rings then they would assemble the machine 
and sell it to fit most bicycles for 21 Guineas, so it looks like Cairns Cycle and Accessory Manufacturing Company Ltd would 
buy the engines in bulk and fit them to most model cycles (ours is a Hercules)  

It was interesting how we came about the Bike a friend whose father lived in Trowbridge had it tied up to the rafters in his 
Garage and the string broke and it fell on to his car roof, “That’s got to go!!” his father shouted….my mate said “I know just 
the person who would like that!”  Robin 

 

AMANCO IGNITERS 
I can overhaul your Amanco igniters or even make you a new one. RSI Magnetos checked, re-magnetised, top covers 

repaired if broken and re-coiled. I can also test some other low-tension igniters and also re-insulate if needed. 
I also have numerous magnetos and parts, please give me a call 01872 273388 Kerwin Harris   

 

COMING NEXT MONTH 
Look out for articles on a rather interesting ongoing Hornsby restoration, Petter S type mechanical work and more 

Our Chairman’s report is missing this month, it went astray in the post, so a double-dose awaits next month! 

 
The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the committee or its members. Although the greatest 
care is taken in compiling this newsletter the editor takes no responsibility for any errors or omissions 

 Contributions to: David Lacey, 8 Dyers Close, West Buckland, Wellington, Somerset. TA21 9JU or (preferably) by email 
editor@wessexsec.org 

 
Deadline is the 20th of each month 

 


