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Crie cold znd grey autumn afternvon ssw the ever doubtful vwrite NG (on ore of
its infreguent irips away from & Unipart stockist!) hezding accross the
Somerset moors on an initrepid "engine outing." The venue vas Aller Koor
punping stztlon, once the properiy of the Somerset Wzter Board - Drainsge
Luthoriiy - River Board, or whatever, and rnow owned znd retired by the
Weesex Yater Bcard. Eere we were to see one of an 2lwmost unigue type of
steam pumping engine, over 100 years o0ld. The station, now & museum, is in
the czre of Welly MNusgrave, who ran the pump for almost all his working life,
The engine, mzde in 1869, is an Easton Amos with an Appold centrifugal pump,
a type especially made for lend drainzge., Also in the museum are two other
Peston Lwos pumping seis from other moorland stations now pulled Gown, oOne
teing even earlier, of I864 vintage. 211 three engines are different, the
first being a vertical twin cylinder, the second being arranged as an
inverted V acting on one side only of the crenkshaft, and the third sn inv-
erted V acting on each end of the cranksieft,.

LTter zn hour of Wally's anecdotes relating to 'his!' engines and moorland
uzping, we moved on to Curry koor pumping ststion & uile or so away to se
yet enother, even larger, Ezston fmos of about the seme age. This was sei up
to te rurn oy & 25hp electric motor for displey purposes and silently iurning

Jhe original zpplewood ‘'cogs' were tool This engine had been replzces in
I95% by two Fuston-Hornsby Class 4 V.C.B. four cylinder diesels with
compressed air start driven by a sumall Ruston twin Giesel. These looked very
inpressive ené were iupeccably nmeintained, -

Vallzce then took us over To0 Westonzoyland puwpinz house. W.S.E.C. members
who would cere to thumb beck through their cherished ( 2nd soon to be coll-
ectors items)) newsletters will find out all about this station znd its
preservation trust in August 1978 when we were invited to itzke part in an
open day et the museum, Bowever it was rather short notice and very few
turned up.(Only John Emery, if my memory is correct! Ed.) We hope to Go it
properly in 1580, the I50th. enniversary of the esteblishment of the engine
house, so 211 you lot in the back row at the A.G.M. speek up &nd remind the
conmitteel
Eere, once azain, was & large Izsion Auos encgine,

this time under restoretion, and & Wills engine, made in Bridgweter
ené zlso being =2 restored. Ye saw too a moderm G.M. diesel now used
for pumping, the 2B blackeniths shop, used today cmuch as it was then,
}?ﬁ except for the pin-up on the wa2ll! ILurking ouicside
53% ves a smell 'locomotive' povwered by a Shp horper—~
=y * ~ > - oo
oy, B cooled Lister B Type, also a ZZhp Lister £ Type,

just ready for resior-

2510,
Ls it beczme dzxk, we
reluctanily departed
efter thernking Vizllsce
Nusgreve znd Ien Hiles
for a most entertzining
ené enjoyeble efterncor
T A Vessex Club trip %o
. these punmping stations

cculc ezsily be zrranged — snyone interestec?

Fric Braine

Tootnote: Frhotozraphs and technicel details of these enzines and their ta~ns

- o & . [ & ] s
together with & potted kistory of Pe=ston, Amos & Anderso%, %nC Wwere eventuszlly
touzsht out by Pulsometer Co. of Feading, can be found in The Stezm Enzine In
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ne November meeting took the Torm of e quiz night. This wes well srrenged znd crgenised by
rt Lshmen. 56 coloured slides were shown znd verious zspects of engines

were to be identified. fLges, Menufectures, megretos, nzticnslities etc. inyone heving digested
the Stationary Engine Megezine over the last 12 months was well awey. A wild guess wes gll
some of us wes sble to mzke, No. 56 wes & resl puzzler. "Neme the engine" the quiz master szid,
We 211 geve it 2 nzme but none of us wes merked correct 2s even the quiz mesters didn't know
whet 1t was!
£t 9.30 we had 21l merked our pzpers end the judgzes were to check scores while we retired for
refreshrments after such exhsusting brzin-work.
¥zrk Tilly end Zddie Mills both had top scores so a tile-breaker was &rran ed. inother engine,

fied, was shown, The first to answer was Eddie. He wss presented with en engine
restoring kit and Merk with an oiler as second prize. Third prize was won by John Emery, who
received two Lister books end a bag of useful bress oddments. The ladies prizey of chocolates,
was won by Marg Dring and the booby prize, a Lister book, went to Jean Woockey. Other high
marks were obtzined by Isn Cradock, Tom Rendall, Ivor Yec, Herbie Gene znd z valiant effort
wes mede by our youngest member, Jeremy Dring.
The meeting clcsed st about 10.00, everyone heving enjoyed the "elrwost Christmes quiz", and
rezlising how little they reelly know sbout Staticmary Hngines,

EESS4

Zmery and Sons.
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%ﬁig}ﬁﬁ;ﬁiﬁ TEN WAYS TO KILL AK ENTHUSIASTIC CLUB ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi&
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~e 2/, If you do come, come late,

/. Don't come to the meetings.

1

4
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3/, If the weather does not suit you, don't even dream of coming,

4/, If you 6o atternd a meeting, find feult with 1T an the work of the commitiee.

S e

. 5/, Never accept office, as it is easier +to ecriticise then do things. §§?
) xd o B
~.eo 6/. Kevertheless, complain if you are not zppointed on the committee. T
DA 2

= °

7/. If asked by a committee member to give your opinion on some metter, tell him
sou have nothing to say. However tell everyone else how it should be dones
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members sre expected to woll up their sleeves end unselfishly help things along,
tut afterwards sey that you did not help beczuse of & cerizin cligue which run
the club,

X g8/, Do ncthing more than is necessary 1y the clud ead siay away at times when
e
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XX o/. Hord back your dues as long as possible btub imsist thet certeln evemvs are RN
o subsidised from the club kitty. lizke sure you are zway on holidey ike Cay of I

) -o g " avert +hen = v A mrra ey s2hart =Y Al AT mrs AT Rzt ;
e the mzjor svent, then end sundry ghouv he cholice oI GEtTe. Y

B

S%i 10/. Don't bother asbout geiting new members, let Georze the Chairmen do it but Eég
< be sure to complain that the club is too emall, Fzke as much trouble as }tg
" possible behind the back of the commitiee. " gJe
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The zbove hints on ¥illing an enthusiastic club eppeared in a 1920%s
Cenedien magazine. Thank goodness they DOH'T epply to members of

cur cludb 2

contributed by & very active non—commitiee rexberd
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I atiended S
the 110&16 it vas a2t tris
we ebout an engi éown in Lorset.
liy find, and I expect others do as wel
o along the ropes, stop for a chat anc
es they know for aznd will never qu
Tiis ocb331on, the person Wno tolé me wa
engine cn show right next to my Rarnford onp.,
2, '"Paddy! from TLorset also 6id a fe
wes looking for a Standard Fordscn and
excrznzed informatvion.
Fe v0lé me that ke knew
“zxmford, tucked awzy in
Well, thinking this was not too
Tr, Cole, w0 wes seelng To tne
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for & Blackstone oil enzine zhout
a broken down tin shed 211 covered in
ig, I obtained th
¢isposzl of it on
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trhe wife rezeried as half a dozen
to meet ¢
mirutes o

WaY ,

lowing Sundey, aiter meking what
ve phone czlls to Iorset, I set off, chegue book in pocket,
or 2% Wool raileay staition, a2bout 5 miles from Yerekar. Within
ving et the stetion the Doctor arrived arnd we were socn on our
reacking our destination, a deserted brickworks, within zbeout five
Lt this stage I was ooglnnln to think to myself, "Well, I hope this is wort
" but this thought wes quickly forgotien w¥hen, zs we pulled swey the rust
vin skheets, a pair of big, curved spoxet flywheels ebout five feet in dianed
ceme into view andé when fully exXxposed were revezled as uelong*nv to an early
lamp stert Blackstcne, complete in every detail, inclucing a birds n in %
fuel tank which I later found.
Of course my rezcticavweas thaev
it wae much bigger then I had thought, and
treiler, so, with mixed feelings, I +t0ld the IToc,
wasted¢ ris time, but I would not bother {0 buy it.
Yy trouble is that I tend to think about Geals too long 2ndéd I heve missed so
g00C¢ ones in the past, s0 as 1 lay awske thinking about this enblne for
next couple of evenings, that Blackstone grew sualler and smeller in my mind
and I tkought,"Well, just as well buy it and worry ebout ftransporting it ‘o
rellies leter on,." so, I reng the ILoctor znd mecde the desl.
when one buys an engine of this size there is rather a lot to consider, zrg
btuying it is only the beginring. Trazns. 0rting it home was the next problem
and the system we ar:anget was 00 z00¢ to be itrue. 'Paddéy! who I must say
was one of the most help;ul blokes uhat I heve zet for some time, lives quit
rear where the engine wes and it wes 12id on tnat, wnen he fetched his Forés
ick ke bought from Wedmore, I would go down ané we would lozd the engine
to »ring on the upward journey. Buv, &s you all xnow, its not very often
net t?Ln*s go exactly to plan ané not only cic the JCB's gearbox fail, but
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it would zzke & lovely engine when restored, b
such ©oo large for my helf-ton
Tret I was sorry 10 h=ve
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uhe wiring loom on tke low=lozcer burnt out tool So, seeing that it was
only free weekend, he kad %o forget about bringing the engine up for ne
co e to feick his trector witi o fou*—wkeel trailer, Iow I wes back
How as I going 10 bring 2% tons of Blackstone sixty miles wit
TS hluh car ané Vv.eiler?
cane without too nmuch

niinu

problem as one evening
mete Heib Gane from Wells offered to fetch it for
seemed like fifty tonge of cow feed to The Yeov
thing Herbie was worried abvout was keving e
greet hole right tkrouzh - the botiom of nis wagon! So, once z2g2in we set
to o*set andé this time, efter tzking the Flywheels ané crankshaft off
it easier for the JCB, we successfully lozded the engine 2nd after secur
with ropes, we set off for home, but not vefore HZerbie had eaten all my
wiches andé Grunk my coffeel
The engine was originally used on a big
and rzd not teen started since IS4G,
nd is of tke Carters Petent slow spe

phone reng end my good me
2s he kad to deliver what
Zorcbester zrea, Trhe only

cl 2y pu“verlzer in the brickwork
rede agbout ISI2-ICI4, is I03
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ELLSNY 2000 EIDE Toxr soeth ing cow
Trg PHG ircliu Lyt
Foa Irings es of utter Follj
T have 20 schmict 2t the Lottt
Stusrt Ashs 3 Jones is Forually T
sl.ng & selectl siides of nis own
50 Tumour Las 1 1 be giving & Iisc
o 78rypm recorc eveG on 2 wWinl-ud gId
cont:ibutions to she evenings entertein:
& 1 is & se reguest - will bTe
e Iewe vy &_pin t tkhe CL
Tebruary 25%th. BEAL M NG, 211 members ere
effort %o cose 19 is meszting, since T
vacancies on the ¢ A to be filled.
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ind now & few ideas IoT tre wife's Chris®: vresent!

FOR SELE....Dister Junior, pert dismentle { complete. £40.00.
Pemford 5hp. \eru1c9l. Unusve end petrol tarnk srrangenment,
short of a few bits. £50.00.

Villiers,'The V En'lne' Lon~runi
2 Cov;l¢- , Wedmore, Somerset.

FOT SLiLE....lister D Type. 1646, Good runni:
on Temple Cloud 52348, ziter 5p

T0T Szle...e.iagnetoss— Wico A type; Tuczs &
ro points. Kr., Bevan, Telg— Hic

POE SATE....5BSSEX STATIONARY ENGIKE CLUR 2
100, darskfield Veay, Fairiield

TOR FRER....7.S.E.C. newsletter bvack-num

- Jiy.Sep.Oct. Limited number only. 3
Zric Brein, 5, 3reenyicdge, Cluiion.Bri tol.

HLNTED e o0 o« sCODy of Fermers VWeekly S5th.October I979, with I000 Engine REelly

article & protos. Tom Rendsll, Felion thl Cott., West RGes

Vidsomer Norton, Bath. Tel: Hidsomer Norion L13926,
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CLUB JUXRLE SIE. November 24th.

The Junble szle zzain raised approxl ma»ely £60,30. for Club funis,
of the fact that = ttendance wes very zuch cown on previous yeers.

lots of 2008 berzains to be hed, but &s usuel the w2n who Took the

et she end 0t tke best velue for money. One vintage record buff b

78 rpm records, let's hope he hed & suiteble zrsmophone a7t

ig friends are in for s lotw of she”ec vlent pots for Ch

zxe 6ue to 211 those who gave ju:bTe, but it ®2s very notic

two exceptions, those menning the sizlls were &ll com.it

wives and femilies.
c—2 c ~u-o—o*o—e—c-c—o-o -
R % DANCE. Tecerxber Sthe
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63 people smthered 2t the Ster Dotel, ¥ells,

i, Chesirmen zndé Devid Zdgingion, Y sicent, ==0

identaily with the comuon theme of the growth of i

es, ané the many new Iriendships found within -
S -2 wee 1ocal nistoriean, Crris Howell from Chil oy
slices from photo’s,0ld end znew, of the Horton aerez,
scconpanied by & 1lively and mostly rumourous. comment y ChIlS s first book,
a collection of locel protozraphs of the zrea in the late I9th. & early Z0th.
centuries, is cdue to bve pabllqnea tnis monthe.
The rexsinder of the evening was given over to dancing to the disco, and a gool
¢ezl of social aﬂd engine COﬂversa-¢on. L total of 26 prizes were reifled in
the free draw, ny of trem kzving been donated by members. & full list of
crize-winners w111 e ubllshcu in the Janusry newsletier. Whilst the dencing
?ngiggfafec to end at “:dni bt [no—one seem G to vent %o go home, but about
;ﬁigéagg_,he revellers slowly &nd reluctently left for keme afier & susshing
1izh | Bt
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HAY - C THE SLEZPING BLACKSTONE 0 —=——
&
An Engine Christmas Pantomime
Or A Grim Feiry Tale
Scene 1 ( A clear frosty morning a few days bsfore Chri s, the rising sun
shines over a plough Field),
Once upen & tim :nn ¢.lied Gordon Blastit, On this
bright morning hs was clo sud he knew it, Months of ressarch
iracking and guesitioning broughv him to these fields and 2 faw
hundred yards more would bring him near to the sngine he could so far only
dream of,
Gordon brzathed = cloud ¢f ice into his cuppad hunds as he stumbled
clumsily in his Wellingicon boots over th: {rezsn ruts of the 7iz2ld. He was
A
zlmost azmongst the graoniousss of the abandonsd markst guorden. Eis hsart started
to race as he walked fasier, ‘ihers must be a catch', ke thought, 'verhaps his
informaticn had been wrong?'. He would scon krnow,
4s he climbed over the old gate he could sse the greenhouse, 'The
largest cne'y they had said, 'with the smzll sked at the back'. As he approached

brokxen glass crunched under his feet, Db

+

13
“

t Gordon didn't notice hs was busy sori-

ing oul his tool box in his mind. He hoped ths zssorimeni ke had in his rucksack
would be sufficient for kis first $rip. He walked down the lons greenkouse to
a smal door, turned the handle and peeped into the musty shed. It was dark
but the shaft of light from ithe doorvay pus = potligh cn a smzllish engine
and puxp that had supplisd the greenhouses with water, )

Gordon rushed intc the room end There it wuas! In tkis lornzly pl.uce
wis the rurect Blacksionsz in thes country. Only tun kad been built for a special
works tost programme wnd here befors him was th: only surviving engine. He walk—
cd slewly around it, it wazs surprisingly comple tng vandaels vho had brokon svery
window ol the grecnhouse azd not tes2n inside tha sked. This had fo be the find
of the ceniury. Gorden had stood znd looked for =%t least ten minutes before
ne realised h: hzd not yet touched the engine. He beni dowr to touch the fly-—
wheels, & thin film of grease had preserved them, and zs he ran his hand along
the original black pazintwerk Gorden did = ry unusuzl thing. It must have been
nis pleasure in finding such a prize, but ke bent dovn and kissed it cn its head,

A sudden flash of 1i blinded Gordon and sent him spinning back
wzainst the wall, Thé 'shed was filled with rad smcke which vhen it cleared revealed



a very attractive yocung woman. She was tall with long legs, which she showed
of f tc the full in dark tights and high boots. Her tunic was tight and reveuling
7 hair tied in a bow at the back. Even Gordon had to admit she was a very
atiractive woman.'This has got to be my day', he thought. But then he looked
clcser and the full horror of what had happenéd struck him, She was sianding

in the middle of the fecur bolts that had attached the engine to its base!

"Go you ghosts of Christmas past,

I've shaken off this curse at last", she said, =nd slaped her

)

e

"Oh gosh!", exclaimed Gordon, "I think actuzlly thers must be

o

soms mishake, you sec 1 came here to fsich an engingee .o’
She continucd,
"¥y nzmes Am:unca, how do you de?
I'11 try «nd explain this thing %o you.
An ugly witch with dirty broom

Cursed me

So Gorden Blastit why look so glum?"

Gordon replied,
"T know it's Christmzs but for goodness saxe
I only wanted an engine o take
And now it's gone, it's all too bad .
I didn't thirnk pantomimes end so sal
Ok nc", szid Gorden, "This can't be true

I've started now to talk like you!!!!"

In this festive tale a moral is told
For engine collectors who are too beold,
All sing with voices of merry tcnes

"Pecple in greenhouses shouldn't kiss Blackstones",

———— CURTAIN ————-
CASTs—
Gordon Blasiit was played by Angela Ripon
Amanca was played by Welton Rovers (and lost!).
K.B. Panto horse manure for greenhouses 1s novw available at

the stage door.



