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Editor’s Note

Happy New Year, and tie  t reiind ytu  t renew ytur ieibership tr  his iigh  be  he las  newsleter ytu will ge .
A reiinder,  tt,  ha  ytu will need  t be paid-up if ytu wish  t vt e a   he AGM nex  itn h. 

Thanks  t a kind club ieiber I ntw have a ctpy tf every newsleter frti  he presen  back  t 1982. They are ntw
being scanned and upltaded  t  he websi e, and are available in  he newsleter archive. Please le  ie kntw if  here
are any artcles ytu  hink ytu tr ytur felltw ieibers wtuld like  t see again and I'll  ry and f   hei in.

A Steam Apprentie

I frs  gt  in t s attnary engines when I was litle, bu   hen s ar ed  t bectie itre in eres ed in  hei as tie wen  
tn. I frs  saw a s eai engine when I was abtu  18 itn hs tld and i  was a Burrell  racttn engine twned by a ian 
naied Ctllin Ha ch. When I was abtu  3 1/2 years tld, I had iy frs  real in rtducttn in t s eai. I 's naie was Vera 
May (a siall rtller). This was a  Ne ley Marsh and I sttn  htugh   ha  I was gting  t have tne when I was tlder. I was
abtu  10 when I decided  t jtin  he S eai Apprentces. They were very welctiing and  he frs  s eai engine  ha  I 
wtrked tn was a iinia ure Burrell, which was called Lady Sylvia, and I wtrked altngside t her new ieibers tf  he 
ytung S eai Apprentce Club.  This was when I gt  really in rtduced in t s eai and s ar ed wtrking a lt  wi h a ian 
naied Chris Wttd and his Mann Pa ching Rtller. Afer  his  hen he in rtduced ie  t a few t her petple in  he 
s eai wtrld. Thanks  t  his, I have ntw gt  qui e a few ctn ac s wi h s eai engine twners. Htwever, beftre all tf 
 his, iy ltve ftr all engines caie frti helping and res tring engines wi h iy dad and he alst btugh  ie a Lis er D 
and a Fuller And Jthnstn. Since I was abtu  18 itn hs tld, I s ar ed  t gt  t a iassive rally called Grea  Dtrse  and is
tne tf iy favturi e rallies  t gt  t during  he seastn. 
Since iy early days, I have wtrked tn iany diferen  engines, i  has given ie lt s tf experience. I ai gting  t  ake 
iy s eai tpera trs tcke  in May 2020 htpefully. 

Tommy Gear
12 years tld.

Wanted

I am looking for a small single cylinder engine to improve or restore?
Please contact Paul on , 07769720122



Chairman’s Report, January 2020

Well here we are a   he s ar  tf ant her year. Wha  will 2020 have in s tre ftr us? iaybe i 's beter nt   t kntw, bu  I 
guess ytu will all wan   t kntw wha  we have planned wi hin  he club ftr all  he year ftr ytu,  he club ieibers.

Once again we have a full prtgraiie tf even s planned and very nearly a full lis  tf evening ieetngs a   he Old Dtwn
Inn. I have supplied Maxine wi h a lis  tf da es tf evening & Ctiiitee ieetngs. Ytu will ge  a full calendar tf all  ha  
is happening when ytu renew ytur ieibership.

The ctiiitee tf  he club and  he rally need itre ieibers  t help run all tur even s and  t plan ftr  he fu ure tf  he
club, tne  hing we despera ely need is stietne  t bectie Edi tr tf  he newsleter. Ted a   he itien  is dting a 
grea  jtb bu   his is tnly  eiptrary, nt-tne can dt every hing  ha  is needed  t keep  he Wessex a   he ftrefrtn  tf 
 he s attnary engine itveien , st why nt  give  he edi trship a  ry. I did i  ftr a shtr  while, i  is nt  rtcke  science 
tr believe ie I wtuld nt  have dtne i , st stietne please ctie ftrward and help.

Ntw I have bectie invtlved in  he res trattn/tverhaul tf a iinia ure  racttn engine, I kntw i 's s eai and we are 
in ernal ctibusttn trien ed bu  wha  I wan   t say is we have all heard  he saying "buyer beware" and htw  rue  his 
saying is, st nt iater wha  is tfered  t ytu in  he way tf a res trattn prtjec  lttk very well beftre ytu leap in t  he 
unkntwn.

When ytu ge   t read  his i  will be well in t 2020 and  he crank-up a  Gtrdtn's fari will be tver. I  was again a grea  
day as anytne  ha  atended will  ell ytu, i  was grea   t see st iany club ieibers and visi trs a   he even , i  was a 
shaie  ha  I ctuld nt  exhibi   his year ( ransptr  prtbleis), never iind, beter luck in 2020. Paula - I gt  cruible 
wi hdrawal syndrtie, I ius  gt and ge  ant her tf ie pills. Never iind. I will  ry  t ge  tver i  when we have  he 
Vin age Day a   he Whi e Htrse Ctun ry Park wi h  he Wes  Wil s Stcie y tf Mtdel Engineers, all  htse ht  dtgs and 
bactn rtlls! St dtn'  ftrge  Sunday April 19 h.

Bu  beftre  hen dtn'  ftrge  we have  he bring and buy sale a  Cranitre tn March 7  h, (Eas  Stierse  S eai Railway) 
A361 Frtie  t Shep tn Malle  rtad, and tur new ven ure  he Wessex S attnary Engine Club & Jii's Juible sale a  
S anderwick (Frtie Marke ) BA11 2PQ tn Sa urday March 28 h.

Full de ails: 07751 918283 tr 07972 433890. Htpe  t see ytu all  here iaking lt s and lt s tf ltvely itney.

Eric Gay

Minie Pie Crank up at Whaddon Farm on 29 Deiember 2019

This pts -Chris ias even  held by Gtrdtn and Paula Guley is bectiing itre ptpular year tn year,  his tie atractng 
stie  wen y s attnary engines.  Nt iater  he wea her  he large ctvered barn iakes i  an ideal venue ftr  his 
ga hering.

Paula’s barn ki chen lttked very festve wi h i s fairy ligh s and tnsel and everytne was kep  well supplied wi h  ea, 
ctfee and an asstr ien  tf ltvely htie cttked cakes. Vege able stup waried up ctld hands and tnce again Paula’s 
legendary apple cruible and cus ard wen  dtwn a s tri, ably served by her assis an s Sue and Debbie. 

The rafe was very well supptr ed raising £114 ftr Alzheiier’s  Supptr , and  he dtnattns bucke  a fur her £80.82
The nex  crank up a  Whaddtn Fari will be held tn Sunday 15 March 

Anne



 
  Paula & Gordon’s Minie Pie Crank up.

    Held at Whaddon Farm Hilperton Sunday 29th Deiember.

Ftr us as i  was jus   t be a fying visi   t wish tur tld friends a Happy New Year and i  was nice  t see artund  wen y 
engines all happily tcking tver in  he huge barn. Jus  inside  he dttrway Pe er had his large Htrnsby Engine running 
nicely and jus  up frti hii in  he line up was Linda and Rtger wi h  heir tny Leek Engine which was its  likely  he 
sialles  iachine  here, and i  was tf a partcular in eres   t ie as we have recen ly acquired an identcal tne, and 
chatng  t Rtger and Brian wht was alst in rigued wi h  he cylinder head  ctnversitn i  all lttked ra her in rica e as 
iine lttked btg s andard and i  ran very sitt hly. Nex  in  he line were Dtn, Christne and Will wi h  heir litle blue 
Gardner, as always running nicely, and having a cha  wi h Dtn he  ells ie he is getng altng fne and he really did 
lttk ctify in his chair snugged up  t a large  hick blanke . 

Making iy way  t  he refreshien  area Jthn had ctie all  he way up frti Bridgwa er and was busy chatng st as I 
didn'  wan   t in errup  I carried tn  t  he  ea rtti and said iy hellts  t Rty, Jen, Pearl, Herbie,  wt S eve’s and 
Wendy, wht was  ucking in t a dish tf delicitus lttking cruible. Paula was busy gting artund selling rafe tcke s, I 
was lttking ftr Richard and Ann and having ftund Ann frs  I wan ed  t tftad a few S rawberry plan s, st gt   hei 
tu  tf  he Van ftr her and  htugh  while while we were tu side  he barn quie ly iake tur way back  t Frtie. I never
gt   he chance  t view all  ha  was  here bu   he even  was very well supptr ed, and well dtne  t Gtrdtn, Paula and 
all  heir helpers.
Happy New year  t All.

Robin.  

Another Look at the Mince Pie Crank-up

Frti  he  echnical ptin  tf view  here was iuch  t rectiiend  his year's crank-up, wi h iany diferen   ypes and 
ages tf engine. Pe e had his splendid Htrnsby L  ype ht  bulb engine, tccasitnally driving a puip nex   t Ttiiy's  
Aianct, which was being a bi  fracttus, and by way tf ctn ras  Dtn and Christne had  heir litle Gardner, alst 
lttking very siar  and gting s rtng, and Rtger's Leek was gting well  tt. The res  tf  ha  side was iade up tf tf 
Jthn's Harrtp and Ash's rebadged Japy, plus Gtrdtn's ctllecttn tf Lis ers and Wtlseleys.

By ctiple e ctincidence all  he engines wi h lightng were tn   he t her side tf  he barn. Chris had his very tdy Lis er
D wi h a dynait nex   t Richard's antnyitus gense  and very nice Alct. Dtn had a very siar  Baiftrd nex   t 
Nigel's Lis er A and Ted's Bernard W1, bt h wi h ligh s. Fur her altng Rtger's Ntrian was giving i s usual brigh  
display, and all in all  ha  area tf  he barn was ex reiely well li !

The res  tf  ha  side tf  he barn was  aken up wi h a ctuple tf large engines; Andy's Rus tn and puip and Frank's 
Rus tn, while  he iiddle grtund was inhabi ed by a stiewha   unusual and very prety (if I'i alltwed  t use  ha  
wtrd) Slavia twned by Jez, plus an equally well-prepared Ftwler and  Rus tn. I'i strry, I lts  iy nt es st I can'  
identfy  he twner tf  hese engines, bu   hey are a credi   t ytu anyway. I aptltgise if I've lef anytne else tu , I 
blaie iy age!

Overall  he s andard tf preparattn was very high, and  here was a real iix ure tf iakes and itdels. Ftr  htse wht 
haven'  ye  been  t tne tf Gtrdtn and Paula's crank-ups I can assure ytu  ha  i 's well wtr h dragging yturself tu  tn
a chilly itrning  t see  ha  selecttn tf engines, sctf stie gttd fttd and iaybe even win stie hing in  he rafe!

Ted



Club Calendar 2020

Mtnday 27 h January

Mtnday 24 h February

Sa urday 7th March

Sunday 15 h March

Sa urday 28 h March

Sunday 19 h April

Mtnday 27 h April

Sunday 10 h May

Mtnday 18 h May

Sa urday 6 h June

Weekend 20 h & 21s  June

Mtnday 29 h June

Mtnday 27 h July

Mtnday 24 h Augus 

Mtnday 28 h Sep eiber

Mtnday 26 h Oc tber

Mtnday 30 h Ntveiber

C/N Mr Jthn Rtssi er. Rtbey Puiping Engine tf Shep tn Malle 

C/N Annual General Meetnn

Bring & Buy Sale, Cranitre. Eas  Stierse  Railway. BA4 4QP

Crank-up. Whaddtn Fari, Hilper tn, Trtwbridge. BA14 6NR  De ails 07786 542782

Wessex Au tjuible and Sale. Frtie Lives tck Marke , S anderwick. BA11 2PQ De ails
07751 918283 tr  07972 433890

Whi e Htrse Park Vin age Day wi h WWSME. BA13 4LX 10 - 4.30 
De ails and en ry ftris 01225 754374 

C/N TBA

Crank up & Vin age Day. Tuckers Grave Inn, Ntr tn s  Philip. BA3 5XF
De ails & En ry Ftris 01225 754374. Caiping available 07976 897743

C/N Terry Merrit Sii h. Rattn Bttks  t Rtck & Rtll
(One week early due  t Bank Htliday)

Weditre Crank up & Vin age Day. Swee s Tea Rttis & Museui. BA6 9TH De ails 
Herb tr Brian 01749 674402/01749 677297. Please nt e: Sa urday  his year.

The Wessex Midsummer Vintane Show. Seminnton Nr Trowbridne. BA14 6JF Entry 
Forms & Details 01225 754374 or 07751 918283

C/N Barry Williais. The Grand Ttur. Talk and fli

C/N Guess  he Objec  Evening. Bring altng any hing tld, tdd tr in erestng. Prize ftr 
 he tne wht ge s its  ctrrec .

C/N Ted Edwards. The Manx Grand Prix/Classic TT
(One week early due  t Bank Htliday)

C/N Mtdel Evening. In ernal ctibusttn, s eai, elec ric, cltckwtrk tr any hing ytu 
wtuld like  t bring. Prize ftr  he bes  itdel e c.

C/N Kei h Sheppard. Alfred Pres wich and his aiazing J.A.P. business eipire

C/N Quiz Nigh  wi h Anne Keipstn, wi h supper!

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the committee or its members. Although 
the greatest care is taken in compiling this newsletter the editor takes no responsibility for any errors or omissions

 Contributions to: Ted Edwards, 26 Cranmore View, Frome. BA11 4DT or (preferably) editor@wessexsec.org

Deadline is the 20th of each month


