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I would like to remind you as you read this newsletter unless you have renewed your membership for 2005 this
will be the last newsletter you will get dropped through your letterbox, so hurry up and get a cheque off to
Jackie and you will not be disappointed next month. I was absolutely gutted the other might when my friend
from Dorset Dickie Plummer rang me the inform me that Hazelbury Bryan rally was no more. This was
without 2 doubt the best one day rally in the West Country. I believe the local village council are building and
altering the playing fields where Dickie and his band of helpers put on this event. They raised an enormous
amount of money each year for local and national charities and sadly they will be the loser. I would like to
thank Dickie for putting on such a super rally for the last 16 years and giving myself and a lot of Wessex
members great pleasure by inviting us to attend.

The year got off to a flying start with the January meeting at the Old Down Inn, our Junior Reporter Jonathon
put on a brilliant presentation on “Banknotes of the World” which he collects as his hobby. Jonathon had
certainly researched his subject as he entertained a packed room all evening without pausing or faltering. Well
“done Jonathon, we are extremely proud of your achievements for one so young.

1 am extremely disappointed that despite having 350 members in the club not one of you have come forward to
serve on the committee. Two committee members are standing down at the AGM, this is due to one member
moving out of the district and the other having work commitments that would prevent him attending meetings.
This means that the committee will be two members short this vear to attend to running the club, which will
put a bigger work load on the remaining committee. At this rate the club will soon be like the “Marie Celeste™
I would like to draw members attention to Gordon Wright’s editorial in the March edition of the Stationary
Engine Magazine entitled “Succession-the Key to Success”. He must have had this club in mind when he
penned it. '

cwccc<<c<<<<<<< CONGRATULATIONS >>>>>>>05>5m0>0

The club would like to congratulate members John and Diane Emery on their retirement from their Post
Office at Hallitrow. John and Di will no longer bave the tie of their business as an excuse not to attend clu
events. We hope to see you both at future meetings and events John has done sterling work for the last two
years helping the committee set up the rally at Clutton. Best wishes for the future to you both, from all the club
members.

ike Jennings who won the Christmas quiz has kindly donated his “free subscription” back to club funds, on

behalf of the club thank you Mike for that very generous gesture.
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CLUB MEETING — MONDAY 31" Januarv — BANK NOTES OF THE WORLD
By Junior Club member, Jonathan Hockedy

Casting my mind back over our club guest speakers that have entertained us over more years that I care to
remember, never before have we had a junior club member give us an illustrated talk for the whole
evening. Jonathan Hockedy or (JP as his granddad calls him) was to tell us about his collection of
sanknotes of the World. Armed with the club’s epidiascope JP projected dozens of banknotes from
around the world to a packed room of club members, his collection of notes came from around 140
countries many of which he has found at car boot sales, some have been given to him and now he has
discovered E-Bay the world is his oyster in tracking down more notes to add to his already vast collection .
The collecting side of his hobby plays only a small part of his interest in the notes, he has amassed a huge
knowledge of the countries the notes come from ofien delving back hundreds of years into their history.
JP talked of many European countries that produced high denomination bank notes, due to either wars or
political unrest, one in particular was Germany during the first world war years when a wheelbarrow full
of notes would only purchase a loaf of bread and workers demsnded their wages twice a day as their
currency devalued so quickly. JP also discussed counterfeiting and security measures taken by mints
around the world to stop their notes being copied and told us that in America half of all one dollar bills in
circulation are fake !!!! Probably the most colourful banknotes he showed us were from Antarctica
depicting the sea, ice, blue sky and lots of penguins. He also told us the materials that made the banknotes
were forever changing and plastics were being introduced which would lead to less wear and tear of the
notes. Our secretary Arthur just happened to have a New Zealand note in his pocket and this was plasticy
with a clear security window showing the notes value. The NZ S dollar bill depicted a photo of Sir
Edmund Hillary and a mountain, if it was not Mount Everest then it was probably a NZ mountain as this
is where most of the Himalaya mountaineers do their preparation climbing. At half time Chairman Brian
did our raffle aided by JP’s Mum Nicola whe did a sterling job selling tickets (Just like her Mum Diana)
and JP continued his excellent presentation with Granddad Tony helping to pass the notes in the darkness.
To sum up this “family affair” Jonathan you did a great job enfertaining us all not an easy fask for one so
young, you had your audience captive all evening and also answered all questions from the floor. It
became very apparent how much research you put into vour hobby. Well done, how about coming to see
us again next year with part two ?
ROBIN
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The club would like to congratulate members John and Diane Emery on their retirement from their Post
Office at Hallitrow. John and Di will no longer have the tie of their business as an excuse not to attend club
events. We hope to see you both at future meetings and events John has done sterling work for the last two
years helping the committee set up the rally at Clutton. Best wishes for the future to you both, from ail the club
members.

Mike Jennings who won the Christmas quiz has kindly donated his “free subscription” back to club funds, on
behalf of the club thank you Mike for that very generous gesture. '

CLOCKWORD:- Castle Coombe. (Coombe not spelt correctly, should be Combe,) spotted by an eagle eyed
member. Everyone who sent this in got it right, must make it harder next time. 111111111
Names or makes of stationary engines.

As simple as ABC Can do anything Jack of all trades
Global travellers requirements ATLAS Supplies Caviar Sturgeon
Yappy dog Barker Kidnappers income Ramsomes

One of the magnificent Seven Coburn A soldiers heartbreaking

Old black cat Felix letier (in reverse) John Deere

. The winner who’s name was drawn out at the January Meeting at the Old Down Inn was Michael Jennings, he

receives a free membership of the club for one year. Well done Mike.
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wcccccaaccce<<< CLUB VISIT >>>>>03>3>>5555>

SUNDAY APRIL 177, MEET UP AT 10 am.

Fach vear the committee organizes a trip to a museum or similar location. This year we have arranged a visit to THE
MUSEUM OF ARMY FLYING. This is situated on the A343 between Salisbury and Andover at Middle Wallop
Hampshire. It is easily accessible from the A30, A303, A34, M3 & M4. Would members wishing to go please
arrange to meet up outside the museum at approx 10am as there is a discount for ten or more people in a party. The
admission prices are £4-50 adults, £ 3-50 senior citizens and children. Celebrating over one hundred years of army
aviation this award winning museum is home to one of the country’s finest collections of military kites, gliders,
aeroplanes and helicopters. It covers both World Wars, the Falklands Campaign, and the Gulf War. Licenced café
and restaurant on site, Large grassed picnic area, museum shop, disabled facilities, photography welcomed. Let’s
have a good turnout for what promises to be a very interesting visit.

CLUB INSURANCE

Would members please note that the club insurance that gives them indemnity of £2 million pounds against third
party claims, only applies to the UK. If you exhibit at rallies abroad ,as some of you do, you will have to make your
own arrangements for these events. :

The club would like to welcome the following new members to our club. Mr Bob Penning and junior member
Matthew from Axbridge, and Mr Roger Kempson from Whitchurch, Bristol. We hope your membership with the
Wessex Stationary Club will be a long and happy one.

FOR SALE Ford Transit Van 2500cc. P Reg. Low Mileage. New MOT. Fully lined inside. Very good mechanical
condition. White. £1600-00 ovno. Or part exchange for a smaller van. For further details ring Eric on 01225 754374,
Trowbridge area.

FOR SALE Twin Axle Trailer Fully Equipped with brakes and lights. 8ft long x 4ft wide x 5ft high. Fitted with a

Bt

canvas top over a metal frame. Price £ 660-00. ovno. For further details ring Terry on 01935 475451, Yeovil area.

FOR SALE Four wheeled chassis from old mobility scooter. 4£t x 2ft 6ins approx. 12 inch wheels. Ideal for garden
trolley. £20. Petter air cooled engine, complete but not running £30. Ring Dave for further details on 0117 9477020.

EET TR ST R EWNTS FOR YO[]’R I}IARY fehdhkhhhhhtdbhlR

SATURDAY MARCH 5" WSEC SPRING SORTOUT at Cranmore Railway Station. Pitches only £5, buyers
just £1. Café open for hot food and drinks. This is your chance to turn your unwanted goods into hard cash.

SUNDAY MARCH 13" SSAPC Sortout at Yeovil. Usual site behind ASDA supermarket.

MONDAY MARCH 21% Club night at the Old Down Inn. Club member Kim Siddom presenting an evening
with King Fric Bloodaxe. As this has something to do with the Vikings it could be an evening of rape and
pillage, you have been warned. Please note the early date for this meeting due to the normal Monday falling on a
bank holiday. :

MONDAY MARCH 28" Mells Daffodil Rally. If you wish to exhibit at this very popular event give Robin a
ring on 01373 463526.

SUNDAY APRIL 19™ WSEC Spring Crank Up at Nunney Catch Transport Cafe. The café will be open for hot
food and drinks. Goods for sale by engines welcome. Usual raffle, prizes would be appreciated.

SUNDAY APRIL 17" Club visit to The Museum of Army Flying at Middle Wallop. Please see separate advert
for details. It needs ten members to turn up to qualify for group discount.
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“WHAT GRANDPA DID.....”

William Stevens Biggs was bom at Ruckley Ford, a small hamiet near Foxcote, Radstock, in 1858, he started work
as a miner at Foxcote pit, and later took a job as a postman. Although he lived at Radstock at this time his base post
office was at Dunkerton, which meant an early morning walk of some five miles before he started his delivery round.
His round was the village of Priston and district — another three miles from Dunkerton before he even started his
delivery round. No doubt William was a very fit man, (we have heard rumours he was also a ladies man!). Whilst in
the employ of the Post Office in those early days, he must have heard that the intention was for contracts to be
awarded for the collection of mail o and from various post offices. The contract was for the mail to be collected
from the Mendip villages and taken to Radstock and put on the 10-00 am train to Bath and so to the sorting offices
ready for the local postmen to deliver the next day. The rounds which my grandfather and his sons did were as
follows: The Farmborough Round: Leave Radstock, start Farmborough, Timsbury, Tunley, Dunkerton,
Peasedown St John, Radstock S&D Station. The Coleford Round: Leave Radstock, start Coleford, Holecombe,
Stratton on Fosse, Chilcompton, Midsomer Norton, Radstock S&D Station, Ston Easton Round: Leave Radstock, (
2-horse was stabled at Ston Easton for this round), start Ston Easton, Chewton Mendip, Emborough, Gurney Slade,
Dakhill, Radstock S&D Station. To accomplish these rounds and return to Radstock by 10 am must have required a
very early start to the day as the horses had to be fed and watered prior to their work. All this was before motor
Transport was in use. In 1918 Grandpa was the first person in Radstock to own a motor van — he bought a Model T
Ford. I expect my father and my uncles who helped with the rounds had a few words as they drove the van! When I
was 16 and contemplating a job my mother instructed me to get a job with the post office because they were good
employers and had given my grandfather full employment until his contract ended in 1933 — he was then 75. from
that date I assume the post office had enongh vans to take on the collections as they do to this day. Not long after the
acquisition of the Model T Ford a singular incident occurred. One winter morning Grandpa was delayed on his round
and was late in arriving at Radstock station. My uncle realising this and knowing that the mail must at all cost get to
Bath on time — hitched up the pony and trap and waited for his arrival. Just as the train was leaving the station and
the gates opened Grandpa arrived at the station with the mail. He had missed the train! They off loaded the mail bags
into the trap and uncle Gilbert set off for Bath at a fast pace. The journey o Bath from Radstock, as most will know,
is a very arduous one. The long haul up the hill to Peasedown, down again to Dunkerton, up again to Burnt House
and down again into Bath — 8 miles of torture, (1 know because I used to cycle it every day when 1 first started work
with the post office). On arrival at the sorting office in Bath, the pony all lathered and steaming after it’s hellfire
journey from Radstock, my uncle apologised to the Mail Inspector for the late arrival of the Radstock mail, to his
astonishment the Inspector informed him that the rest of the mail from the Radstock train had not arrived yet at the
sorting office! The inspector could hardly believe that Molly had beaten the train to Bath, and said she was the finest
piece of horseflesh he had ever seen. During his lifetime my Grandfather achieved minor standing in the district as
he was - Member and Chairman of Radstock U. D. C. 1894 — 1933, Member of the Board of Govemors at Clutton
Institute,and Justice of the Peace. It was during his term of office as a J P. that an interesting incident occurred.
Returning to Radstock from Chilcompton post office — no doubt at his usual fast pace — in his Ford van, whilst
negotiating the “S” bend outside Chilcompton Vicarage (and it is still to this day a dangerous bit of road) he hita
pony and trap going in the opposite direction. This was being driven by a local butcher who, from local knowledge,
was often the worse for drink, resulting in the trap and the butcher ending up the other side of the hedge. The butcher
( Mr G. Gonld) took Grandpa to court, but being the J.P. on the bench that day he had to stand down whilst his case
was heard. Mr Gould won the day but we do not know what the fine was. Many years later, when I visited my lady
friend at her home for the first time, | made the mistake of saying to the old gentleman sat by the fire (her
erandfather) “I suppose you might have known my grandfather, Mr Gould?” “Know un — I'll say I knew un” said the
rotund octogenarian, “the bugger once knocked I in the hedge up Compton with his van and I took un to court!”
Grandson and grand-daughter have now been married for nearly fifty years. Grandpa now aged 85 decided to end his
days at Clutton Institute — where he had been one of the governors. He took up residence and died two days later on
1/6/43.

FRED BIGGS

RARINARIATRARIAS BIRTHD‘A‘Y GREETINGS ThTRRRAITTRORNRS

The club members would like to wish many happy returns of the day to Brian Verrall who was 65 on the 7%
February. Brian was for many years on the committee and was the Chairman before me. Congratulations Brian,
make sure you make good use of that bus pass.



CLUE NIGHT MONDAY 31° JANUARY AT THE QLD DOWN INN
BANKNOTES OF THE WORILD ‘

At the first meeting of the yenr we had a full house, (hope we get this many at the AGM.) Our guest speaker for
the evening was none other than our Junior Reporter Jonathon Hockedy, who is usually seen at most club events
with note pad and pen writing his reports for Brian. With the help of his granddad (the man in sandals) they had
the epidiascope and screen set up, plus articles and books on banknotes on display. He started his illustrated talk
with the common {ive pound note, he gave a short history lesson about Elizabeth Fry who’s picture appears on the
reverse side of this note, she married Joseph Fry the founder of Fry’s Chocolate, she died in 1845 bankrupt, from
giving her money to needy causes. Paper money was invented by the Chinese about 800 AD taking over 700
years to reach Europe, the oldest known banknotes dates from the period 1368-1398. Sweden first printed
banknotes in 1661 to repiace copper coins devalued by war, these soon became very popular. He displayed
banknotes from Tibet, Antarctica, Romania, Russia, China, Japan, Iran, Brazil, Turkey, New Zealand, Armenia
and Nagomo-Karabakhskaya, yes there really is such a place, another interesting fact was, that during the first
Gulf War the Americans dropped lots of leaflets, on one side was a copy of a 25 dinar note to attract the attention
of the Iraqi soldiers, on the reverse side was a message stating that this was a safe conduct pass offering the
chance to surrender, instruction were as follows; 1- Remove the magazine from your weapon, 2- Sling the
weapon over your left shoulder with the muzzie pointing down. 3- Raise your arms above your head. 4- Approach
our positions slowly. Hold this pass in your hand above your head. If you do this you will not die. You will be
treated well and someday return to your family. P.S. beware of MINE FIELDS along the border. When
mentioning the early French banknotes, Jonathon displayed on the screen from which he translated the writing on
the side which was a warning to counterfeiters that this crime would result in a one way ride to the guillotine, he
also explained the more modern technical advances in the fight against counterfeiters. The Second World War
produced so many interesting banknotes that this would be a subject by itself. Jonathon told the story about the
devaluation of the German Mark, in 1920 100 mark notes were issued, but by 1922 10,000 mark notes were
needed, in 1923 the situation just got worse. Ordinary people were forced to fill wheelbarrows with notes just to
buy a loaf of bread, and workers had to be paid twice a day, before prices went up again. Socn notes were being
issued for millions of marks, but still money was virtually worthless, the exchange rate against the pound went
mto billions, we were shown a photo of a woman burning banknotes for heat as this was cheaper than using them
to buy firewood. Inflation is still a problem in many countries. Brazil for instance has changed currencies 7 times
over the last 50 years. Turkey knocked six zeros off their lira on the 1% January where the exchange rate had been
around two and a half million lira to the pound, the largest note was 20 million lira, using their new currency 1
militon old lira will equal 1 new lira. In Zimbabwe with inflation running high most people have resorted to
bartering, it seems we have come full circle from merchants bartering thousands of years ago, through wars and
liberations, changes of governments, new countries, new currencies, inflation, back to bartering again. Knowing
that Jonathon only started his collection in 1998 he has certainly gone to great lengths to research his subject.
Thank you Jonathon for vour first attempt at entertaining us, thanks also to your mum and dad for helping to run
the raffle.

ARTHUR SMITH

FhkkRREAAEAREAE JUST FOR FUN **sstsdidrsttts
QUIZ - THE WAY WE WERE IN 1957.

How much did the following cost in OLD MONEY in 1957.

A pint of milk. 4d or 8d or 10d or 1/-

6 eggs. 4/8 3/3 2/7 or 1/6.

A pintofbeer. 1/4d.2/6d 3/3d ord/-

A bottle of whisky. 37/6d 25/0d £2/3/0d £2/10/0d.

A television licence. £3. £5. £i10. £15.

A basic rate postage stamp. 2d. 2 %2d. 3d. 6d.

What was the inflation rate? 3.7%. 7.5 %. 10.1%. 1.5%.

Average price of a new house. £2,330. £4,640. £10,770. £8,000.

. Who was the Prime minister in Oct 19577 Macmillan, Wilson, Eden or Home.
10. Which couniry asked us to remove our military personnel. Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Cyprus.
The answers to these questions will be in next months newsletter.

The quiz was compiled by Margaret Simmons.
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A MEMORY JOGGED

Reading our Vice-chairmans 'A Tale of Two Petters' in the January newsletter brought memories
flooding back to me to the day I accidentally stumbled on this large hoard of stationary
engines tucked neatly away in an old wooden barn in a village not far away from Warminster.
] was working in this Wiltshire village and needed to talk to a local farmer, I called at
the farm house and unable to find anyone in, did the usual thing and had a look around his
yard and dairy and a few cutbuildings hoping to find him. I peered through the doorway

of this old wooden barn and there they were, a line of old engines that almost stretched

the length of the building, my pulse rate quickened as I began to take in exactly what I

was looking at, not daring to put a foot over the threshold for being caught in what after
all was private property — I continued to search for the farmer.

Eventually I found him and after the business side of things were discussed it was time

to mention what I had spotted in the barn. Oh yes he said, TI've collected those things for
years, buying them up at sales etc., and they are just taking up too much valueable space,

T ought to get rid of them. 'I can help you with that' I said, 'all I need is details of
what you have and your telephone pumber'!'! Well most makes of engines were represented and
the list was placed in our newsletter and then began the trek by W.S.E.C. members to view
the collection. A lot of members came to view and buy — some even came in their lunch break.
(Yes I know you did because I saw you and how you got back to Bath again in your allocated
lunch break I'll never know)

After several weeks the barn was almost emptied all but for a large 8hp tank cooled Ruston

& Hornsby Model AP, this lovely old open crank engine just could not find an owner, probably
because it weighed about 14 cwt, and most engine men don't want large heavy engines but

more on this engine later as this story could have a happy ending.

At this point of time I did have a few different makes of engines in my own collection which
included a half share with my mate Bill in a 8 hp Ruston & Hornsby which is why I never got
interested in this one, but one engine that caught my eye or least half an engine was a

pair of flywheels and a rusty old crank case that was preventing the barn door being fully
opened, it belonged to a 5 hp Bristol Wagon & Carriage Works "Victoria®, when it was my

turn to chat up the farmer he told me it never belonged to him but his friend owned it and
dumped it there several years ago.. armed with his friends phone number I eventually tracked
him down to a village in Dorset, he told me he thought he knew where all the missing parts
were, but was not sure if he wanted to part with it. FEventually probably to get me off his
back he did decide to sell and then began the task of finding all the missing parts — the
magneto was found near Bournemouth, the cylinder head at Verwood, on collecting this I
discovered a nice little Ruston & Hornsby 13/2 ZPR but thats another story! The water tank
and woodwork was found at Sixpenny Handley which now meant that I had all the bits. The
main problem with restoration was removing the exhaust valve as the cast iron cap would .

not undo, it was solid, the only course was to very carefully drill as much of it away as
possible and gentle tap away the rest with a tiny chisel and then make a new cap. When
assembled the old engine ran very well and still does, as many club members will know I've
resisted painting it (despite free offers of paint) just to have one engine that looks as

it once did during its working life and not like ome that has just come out of the showroom.
Another twist to this story was how I came by the trolley to sit the engine on. About five
years prior to finding the engine I was passing by a large heap of gravel outside a bakers
shop in South Brewham and just visible was an old iron wheel poking out of the gravel, I
asked in the shop if they wanted to part with it and the baker said that somewhere under
the heag is three more plus the tralley if I would like to dig it out. Next day this I

dply did and yes you have probably guessed it, it was a Victoria trolley, I never thought
then that I weould ever find an engine to go with it.

What happened to the 8 hp Ruston & Hornsby you may be thinking, well I was talking to an

0old engine friend from Hampshire who along with me was watching a lovely 8 hp Ruston &
?ornsby running at Stourpaine many years ago, and he remarked how mice it was running and
how he fancied one of them, well that evening we travelled down to Warminster to see if the
big engine was still there - it was — and he duly purchased it and i

ation job. What I t

STt Yo

d a very goocd restor—

) hought was funny was the farmer came to Stourpaine show the next day
to collect his cheque and having heen presented with it thought it was £50 short, luckily
T was on hand to remind him that be had been asking £200 not £250 and he rather sheepishly

said 'Oh alright then.'
ROBIN LAMBERT.



